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SUBJECT: SITREP 11: 11 SEPTEMBER, MORNING 

SUMMARY: VIOLENCE CONTINUES TO BE REPORTED IN SEVERAL CITIES 
THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. IN DEPARTMENTS OP ESTELI AND MASAYA, 

THE GON TODAY IMPOSED MARTIAL LAW FOR 30 DAYS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . VIOLENCE CONTINUES TO PREVAIL IN AT LEAST THREE 
NICARAGUAN CITIES AS OP THIS MORNING. REPORTS PROM LEON 
INDICATE SNIPERS REMAIN ACTIVE AND THAT, DESPITE GN CLAIMS, 

THE CITY IS NOT TRANQUIL. IN CHINANDEGA AND ESTILI, CONTINUED 
LIGHTING, BARRICADES AND PIRES ARE REPORTED. PARTS OP THESE TOWNS 
ARE REPORTEDLY STILL BEING HELD BY INSURGENTS. IN MASAYA, WATER 
AND ELECTRICITY ARE REPORTED OUT OP SERVICE. EMB HAD 
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RECEIVED AN EARLY REPORT OP 300 DEAD AND WOUNDED REPORTEDLY 
VIA THE GN, BUT XAVIER CHAMORRO, DIRECTOR OP LA PRENSA, REPUTES 
THIS. CHAMORRO TOLD AMB AND POLOFP TODAY THAT ONLY A 
PEW BODIES HAD THUS PAR BEEN SIGHTED IN MASAYA. 

2. EFPECTIVE AT 0030 HOURS TODAY, THE GON HAS IMPOSED 
MARTIAL LAW IN THE DEPARTMENTS OP ESTELI AND MASAYA. 
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CITING THE "CONSPIRACY TO SUBVERT THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
ORDER" IN THE TWO DEPARTMENTS, THE GON HAS IMPOSED 
MARTIAL LAW FOR 30 DAYS. UNDER MARTIAL LAW, CONSTITUTIONAL 
RIGHTS ARE SUSPENDED AND, THEREFORE, PERSONS ARRESTED MAY 
BE DETAINED INDEFINITELY WITHOUT FORMAL CHARGES BEING 
FILED. EMB DOES NOT EXPECT THE GON TO ESTABLISH 
MILITARY TRIBUNALS AS, IF MARTIAL LAW REMAINS IN EFFECT 
FOR ONLY 30 DAYS, ANY PRISONERS BEING PROCESSED WOULD 
HAVE TO BE TRANSFERRED TO CIVILIAN COURTS UPON 
RESTORATION OF LIBERTIES. 

3. EMB HAS LEARNED THAT TELEVISION CHANNELS 2 AND 12 
HAVE NOTIEIED THEIR NEWS EMPLOYEES THAT BOTH STATIONS 
ARE ABANDONING THEIR NEWS SERVICES. BOTH CHANNELS ARE 
OWNED BY THE SAME CORPORATION. THE INDEPENDENT RADIO 
STATIONS HAVE BROADCAST ONLY GON-APPROVED NEWS FOR THE 
PAST WEEK. THIS LEAVES ONLY THE SOMOZA-OWNED CHANNEL 6 
(TELEVISION) AND GON-ISSUED STATEMENTS FOR NEWS. THUS 
FAR, LA PRENSA, NOVEDADES, AND EL CENTROAMERICANO (LEON) 

CONTINUE PUBLISHING REGULAR (IF ABREVIATED) ISSUES 
DAILY. 

4. ALL BANKS INDICATE THEY ARE CLOSING FOR THE DAY 
AT 1:00 P.M. PAN AM HAS CANCELLED ALL EVENING FLIGHTS 
TO PERMIT ITS EMPLOYEES TO RETURN HOME BEFORE DARK. 

ECON REPORTS THAT SALARY CHECKS FOR PUBLIC TEACHERS 
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WERE BOUNCED FOR INSUFFICIENT FUNDS. THE GON REPORTEDLY 
HAS REQUESTED BUSINESSES TO MAKE ADVANCE TAX PAYMENTS. 

PRIVATE SECTOR SOURCES INDICATE THAT MANY PEOPLE HAVE 

NOT YET PAID, AND DO NOT PLAN TO PAY THEIR TAXES 

THIS YEAR. THE TAX REPORTING PERIOD ENDS AT THE END 

OF SEPTEMBER. ECON REPORTS THAT EEFECTIVE SAT GON IMPOSED 

EXCHANGE CONTROLS. EMB UNDERSTANDS PURCHASE OF DOLLARS SUSPENDED. 

5. GON-CONTROLLED "RADIO X" IN PERIODIC ANNOUNCEMENTS 
STATES THAT WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE CITIES OF MASAYA 
AND ESTELI, THE COUNTRY IS CALM AND UNDER THE CONTROL 

OF THE GN. HOWEVER, WE KNOW THAT CHINANDEGA ALSO FALLS IN THIS 
CATEGORY. DATT RETURNED FROM MEETING WITH SENIOR 
GN OEFICIALS AND REPORTS THAT HE WAS TOLD THE SAME 
THISG. NEVERTHELESS, HE IS ATTEMPTING TO CHECK OUT THE SITU- 
ATION IN CHINANDEGA DIRECTLY IN LIGHT OF EMBASSY CONCERN 
WITH APPROXIMATELY 8 US CITZ THERE. IT HAS BEEN IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR EMB TO GET THROUGH BY TELEPHONE SO FAR TODAY ALTHOUG 
ONE OF THE OEOPLE IN MANAGUA CONCERNED ABOUT HIS AMCIT 
CHILDREN IN CHINANDEGA SAID THAT HE HAD RECEIVED WORD 
THROUGH A HAM RADIO OPERATOR THAT THEY ARE SAFE. 

SOLAUN 
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